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The SILK EXPRESS 


NEIL HAMILTON — SHEILA TERRY — GUY KIBBEE — ARTHUR BYRC 
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Cast of Characters 


é 


Kilgore Neil Hamilton 
Paula Sheila Terry 
McDuff Guy Kibbee 
Clark Arthur Byron 
Nyberg Dudley Digges 
Rusty Allen Jenkins 
Craft Harold Huber 
Myton : Arthur Hohl 
Burns George Pat Collins 
Calhoun : Robert Barrat 


Dr. Ralph 
First Associate Silk Manufacturer 


Vernon Steele 
Edward Van Sloan 
Johnson Ivan Simpson 


Second Associate Silk Manufacturer Douglas Dumbrille 


Production Staff 


Directed by Ray Enright 
Sereen Play by 
Based on a Story by 


Houston Branch and Ben Markson 

Houston Branch 
Photography by 
Fila Editor 
Dialogue Director 
Art Director 
Gowns by 


Tony Gaudio 
Ralph Dawson 
Stanley Logan 

Ksdras Hartley 
Orry-Kelly 


Vitaphone Orchestra Conducted by Leo F. Forbstein 


Length 5,512 Feet 


Running Time 61 Minutes 


Official Billing 


Warner Bros. Pictures. Inc. 


and The Vitaphone Corp 25% 
present 

“THE SILK EXPRESS” 100% 

Directed by Ray Enright 20% 

A Warner Bros, and Vitaphone Picture 40% 


The Story 


Wallace Myton and associates cor-| sumed that benzine had been poured 
ner the silk market and try to hold) down a vent and that the fumes had 
up the manufacturers for an exorbi- | killed the wounded sec retary. 
tant price. Kilgore, a ge cise Kilgore decides to leave the body 
gets the manufacturers to refuse his | he é til the t 
terms and import $3,000,000 in. silk ar until the rain reaches a 
from Japan. They have only a lim-|twn where there is a coroner. But 
ited time to meet their contracts so aj it is halted at a small station by 
special silk express is chartered to| McDuff, a hick detective, who has in 
bring the raw material from Seattle some way received a message telling 
tn New -Yotk. him of the murder. He refuses to let 


Silk rust is found in some of the the Ene ee ae 
bales and the government inspector Kilgore locks him in a stateroom 
decides to hold up the whole ship-| #4 orders the train to proceed. 
ment. Calhoun, a special attorney, Burns and Craft believe that Myton 
arranges for the release of the train. | '§ double crossing them and intends to 
But before it starts Burns and Craft, | ™plicate them in the murder. They 
two train guards in the employ of discover that Clark, the conductor, 
Myton, try to insert a defective | Sent the message to the detective. 
coupling pin. They are discovered by Later, Clark is found dead. 
Johnson, Kilgore’s secretary. The} Nyberg indicates he knows some- 
guards hit him over the head and| thing about the murder, but he can 
throw him in a silk car, leaving him) neither talk nor write. <A_ series of 
for dead, but are unable to complete | signals are arranged to which the pro- 
the job of switching pins. fessor winks his eyes yes or no. While 
Just as the train is about to pull he is being questioned by the signals, 
out, Dr. Ralph rushes up to Kilgore | the train is plunged into darkness. 
with a Professor Nyberg and_ his Kilgore grabs someone’s hand. When 
daughter Paula and begs to be taken the lights come on again, they find it 
to New York. Nyberg has been|!s Craft. The palm of his hand is 
stricken with sleeping sickness and | wet and Kilgore deducts that Craft 
will die, according to the doctor, un- had killed € lark with an icicle, by 
less he reaches the Rockefeller Insti- thrusting it into his Bat boo and was 
tute in quick time. Kilgore consents | attempting to kill Nyberg in the 
is take Shem same way. Burns and Clark hold the 
ae ss . | crowd up and start to back out of 
: After the trates peal A the car when Rusty, apparently a 
is discovered in the car where John- tramp, comes up from behind ‘and 
son was thrown. The fire is extin- 


guished and the body found. But it raptures. them. ; = 
is not in the spot where Burns and| Rusty proves to be a representative 
Craft left it and they realize he must | of Lloyds, who was on the train to 
have come to and been killed later.| protect the silk because of the heavy 
As the car was sealed, it is pre-| insurance. 


Hurtling across the con- 


tinent in a mad race... 


against miles and min- 
utes...claiming right-of- 
way over human happi- 
ness and human life..., 
freighted with hate, 
greed, murder and love 


« « « roars 


Cut No. 


If one minute is lost— 
A great industry will be para- 
lyzed... 
A merchant prince will be 
ruined... 


A murderer will escape . . . 

A hero will be dagen . 

An eminent scientist will die. . . 

And this girl will pay the 
greatest penalty of all! 


SEE THESE 8 STARS 


Each playing an incredible 
part in 1933’s most baff- 
ling thriller! 

NEIL HAMILTON 
SHEILA TERRY 
ARTHUR BYRON 
GUY KIBBEE 
ALLEN JENKINS 
HAROLD HUBER 
DUDLEY DIGGES 
ROBERT BARRAT 


A Warner Bros. Picture 
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When men drop ae 
without a wound 
on their bodies- 


A thousand to one you can’t 
solve this baffling riddle — or 
name the death-dealing assas- 
sin who stalked the non-stop @ 
limited where one beautiful 9 : 
girl lived for 70 agonizing 
hours with 13 men she had 
never seen before! 
Bring the smelling salts and — 


all your courage when you see 


6 ik EXPRESS 


Warner Bros.’ super- -thriller with this super- -cast! 
NEIL HAMILTON » SHEILA TERRY + GUY KIBBEE oy 
ARTHUR BYRON:+ DUDLEY DIGGES » ALLEN JENKINS [ims Hours of Thrills in 
HAROLD HUBER » ROBERT BARRAT 70 Roaring Minutes! 


Vibe 


Cut No. 21 Cut 60¢ “ 


378 LINES 


TAKE A CHANCE 


ON HEART FAILURE.. 
It’s Worth It! 


‘The SIL 9 
eSILK Wl aa? 


70 hours of drama in 70 roaring minutes as this non-stop 

limited streaks across the continent with its cargo of hu- 

man passions—human loves—human hates! One girl alone 

with 13 men she has never seen before—men ready to kill 

or die to guard a cargo more — than human life! 
8-star Wa ros, cast with 


NEIL HAMILTON - SHEILA TERRY 
GUY KIBBEE - ALLEN JENKINS 


ut Vo. 9 Cut 60¢ Mat I5e 


153 LINES 


Page Two 


STRAND 


Cut No. 16 Cut 206 Mar 3 


96 LINES 


70 Thrill-Packed 
Hours Packed In- 
to 70 Minutes of 
Roaring Drama! 


-f. SILK 
EXPRESS 


Warner Bros.’ Super-Thriller With 
8 Great Stars! 


STRAND 


Cut No. 12 Cut 20c Mat 5« 


70 LINES 


DOES THE SOFT RUSTLE OF 
SEDUCTIVE SILK ECHO THE 


ROAR OF BANDIT GUNS!... 


You'll know when you’re 
streaking across the conti- 
nent on this non-stop limit- 
ed at 90 miles an hour! 
Death at the throttle—and 
you can’t get off! Risk heart 
failure (it’s worth it!) to see— 


ONE WOMAN... 


gsoner for 70 agoniz- 


8 GREAT STARS 
~ each playing an astounding part 
in this Warner Bros. thriller — 
NEIL HAMILTON 
SHEILA TERRY 
ARTHUR BYRON 


i GUY KIBBEE a TERRY 

f ALLEN JENKINS _ el WEL AAMILTON - sea 

HAROLD HUBER sce. GUY KIBBEE + ALL 

DUDLEY DIGGES 

ROBERT BARRAT ~ Cut No. 8 Cat 40c 
ee 196 LINES 


Ma 10¢ 


One woman- 
a willing prisoner for 70 
. agonizing hours with 13 
men she had never seen 
“* before! WHY? 


S T R AN D 
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QC) a picture THAT MAKES 
| EVERY MINUTE COUNT! 


70 hours of non-stop thrills packed into 70 roaring 
minutes! You couldn’t ask more for your money 
— and we couldn't give you. more — even if we 
had all the pictures in Hollywood to choose from! 


The SILK. 


Fos” Warner Bros.’ super-thriller with this super-cast 
| p- NEIL HAMILTON DUDLEY DIGGES 
SHEILA TERRY ALLEN JENKINS 


GUY KIBBEE | HAROLD HUBER 
ARTHUR BYRON | ROBERT BARRAT 


NEIL HAMILTON and SHEI! A TERRY a: they appear in Warner Bros.” 
Cut No, 19 Cut 40¢ Mat 10¢ “THE S7LK EXPRESS” 


\ 128 LINES Ca: No.1 Cat 30¢ = Mas. 1 
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A PICTURE THAT MAKES 
EVERY MINUTE COUNT! 


70 hours of non-stop thrills packed into 70 roaring 
minutes! You couldn’t ask more for your money 
— and we couldn’t give you more — even if we 


had all the pictures in Hollywood to choose from! 


The SILK 


EXPRESS 


Warner Bros.’ super-thriller with this super-cast 


NEIL HAMILTON DUDLEY DIGGES 
SHEILA TERRY ALLEN JENKINS 
GUY KIBBEE HAROLD HUBER 
ARTHUR BYRON ROBERT BARRAT 
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“A NEW BAMILTON - SHEILA TERRY | 
[ G6Y KIBBEE «ALLEN JENKINS 


Cut No. 13 Cut 20¢ Mat Se 
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NO WOMAN EVER BOARDS IT!- 
BUT THIS WOMAN DID! 


A willing prisoner—for 70 agonizing hours 
with 13 men she had never seen before!... 
Why did this lovely creature take the train 
where men ride at peril of their lives... 
where men drop in their own blood with- 
Out @ wound in their bodies ...where men 
lie — cheat — rob — kill — die — to guard a 
cargo more precious than human life? 
S-Ster Warner Bros. Cast with~ 


NEIL HAMILTON + SHEILA TERRY 
GUY KIBBEE + ALLEN JENKINS 


Cut Ne. 10 Cut 60¢ Mat 15¢ 


I35 LINES 


” ONE WOMAN... 


a willing prisoner for 70 
agonizing hours with 13 
men she had never seen 


before! WHY? See- 


Warner Bros.’ Super- With a Super-Cast including— 


NEIL HAMILTON » SHEILA TERRY 
GUY KIBBEE + ALLEN JENKINS 


STRAND 


Cut No. 20 Cut 40c Mat 10c 


178 LINES 


TAKE A CHANCE ON HEART FAILURE!. 


* It’s Worth It! 


The SILK 


EXPRESS 


... NEIL HAMILTON’ SHEILA TERRY 


Cut No, 23 Cut 40c Mat 10c 


60 LINES 


TO STOP MEANS RUIN- 
TO GO ON MEANS DEATH! 


Cut No. 22 Cut 40c Mat 10c 


202 LINES 


Neil Hamilton and Sheila Terry, 


Ses 


a@ new screen combination who are 
playing the leading roles in the exciting Warner Bros. 


picture, 


“The Silk Express.” 


Cut No. 6 


(Your Ist Story) 


Neil Hamilton Plays 
{2th Mystery Role 
in “The Silk Express” 


With “The Silk Express,” a War- 
ner Bros. picture which comes to the 
.... Theatre on ..., Neil Hamilton 
appears as featured lead 
twelfth mystery drama. Sheila Terry 
is co-featured with Hamilton, while 
an exceptionally strong cast plays in 
the supporting roles. 

riamilton is considered one of the 
most talented actors in Hollywood in 
mystery roles, 
picture career, it was thought that 
his features were too perfect for such 
parts, but it was discovered that he 
had such supreme control over his 
facial expressions that he could pre- 
sent a perfectly immobile face, 

It is one of the essential qualifica- 
tions of a mystery player that he re- 
veal nothing of the plot. While he 
himself knows the solution of the 
crimes, he must not betray it to the 
spectator by word or action or facial 
expression. 

Hamilton had been so successful in 
concealing his emotions, particularly 
in such productions as “The Cat 
Creeps,” “The Woman in Room 13,” 
“The Spy” and “The Return of Dr. 
Fu Manchu,” that he was engaged by 
Warners for “The Silk Express,” a 
most bafHing drama. 

He plays his part perfectly, in no 
way giving the audience the slightest 
hint of who perpetrated the crimes 
that occurred on the transcontinental 
silk train while speeding from Seattle 
to New York with a cargo worth 
$3,000,000. 


Other members of the cast, most of 
whom are at one time or another 
under suspicion, include Guy Kibbee, 
Arthur Byron, Dudley Digges, Allen 
Jenkins, Harold Huber, Arthur Hohl, 
George Pat Collins, Robert Barrat 
and Vernon Steele. 


(Your 2nd Story) 


“Silk Express” Has 


All Action Staged 
On Single Location 


“The Silk Express,” a Warner 
Tos. picture, which opens at the 
Theatre on... » is one of the 
very few pictures in which the drama 
's centered in a single location, Other 
Pictures of this type that proved to 
we tremendous ~ successes include 
Union Depot” and “Grand Hotel.” 


The picture is filled with suspense, | 


mystery and thrills, based upon a 
melodramatic plot to wreck a train 
Carrying millions of dollars worth of 
raw silk from Seattle to New York. 

€ plot is engineered by a group of 
men trying to corner the silk market. 


Practically all the action, including 
‘rson and murder, takes place aboard 
* heavily guarded Silk Express while 
Speeding across the continent. The 
Principal players are all on the train, 
Including the murderers, the custo- 

‘an of the silk, guards and special 

€ctives, as well as three mysterious 
Passengers and a tramp. 

— notable cast, headed by Neil 
| en and Sheila Terry, includes 

©) well known names as Guy Kib- 

A Arthur Byron, Dudley Digges, 

en Jenkins, Harold Huber, 
and George Pat Collins. 


in his | 


When he started his | 


Arthur | 


Cut 30c 


ADVANCE PUBLICITY 


Mat 10c 


(Your 3rd Story) 


Sheila Terry Regards 
(3 Her Lucky Number 


If you were one lone woman play- 
ing opposite thirteen men in a pic- 
ture in which you were playing your 
first leading role and you fell and 
sprained your ankle on Friday, the 
13th, during its production, you would 
have every right to think that. the 
number 13 was your jinx. 

But Sheila Terry doesn’t. She calls 
it her lucky number. And Sheila is 
the only girl with thirteen male 
players in the Warner Bros, picture, 
“The Silk Express,” which comes to 
the .... Theatre on.... 

What is more, Sheila slipped on the 
step of “The Silk Express,” on Fri- 
day the 13th, and as she fell she 
wrenched her ankle. 

“This is your unlucky day, all 
right,” said the doctor at the first aid 
hospital. 

“Can’t I walk at all?’ demanded 
Sheila, the tears coming to her eyes. 

“Yes,” said the doctor. “It'll be a 
bit painful, but if you keep it ban- 
daged tightly and are careful, you 
can get around.” 

“Gee,” she sighed in relief. “This 
is my first leading role, and I thought 
I was going to lose it. Talk about a 
break. I'll stick to 13 for my lucky 
number.” 

And the luckiest part about it is 
that with practically the entire pic- 
ture taking place in a Pullman car, 
Sheila didn’t have to walk at all. 

“The Silk Express” is a colorful 
story of a silk laden train carrying 
its precious cargo from Seattle to 
New York in record time in order to 
break a corner on the silk market 
that has been engineered by a group 
of unscrupulous men. In an effort 
to prevent the Silk Express reaching 
New York, these men resort to des- 
perate methods, including murder 
and arson. The picture is a series of 
thrilling anti-climaxes and climaxes, 
with one following rapidly upon the 
heels of the other. 

Neil Hamilton has the leading mas- 
culine role with Guy Kibbee, Arthur 
Byron, Dudley Digges, Allen Jenkins 
and Harold Huber in important roles, 
Ray Enright directed. 


Allen Jenkins, one of the screen’s foremost comedians, has one 


(Your 4th Story) 


“The Silk Express” 
Contains Unusually 
Thrilling Mystery 


One of the most exciting and baf- 
fling murder mysteries ever screened 
comes to the .... Theatre on... ., 
under the title of “The Silk Express,” 
a Warner Bros. picture featuring 
Neil Hamilton and Sheila Terry. 


The situation is most unique, prac- 
tically all the action taking place 
aboard an express train speeding 
across the continent from Seattle to 
New York loaded with $3,000,000 
worth of silk. The plot evolves 
around the attempt of silk specu- 


CURRENT PUBLICITY 


(Opening Day Story) 


New Mystery Picture 
“The Silk Express” 
Comes to.... Today 


It’s All Aboard for “The Silk Ex- 
press,” which arrives today at the 
.... Theatre fora .... day stay, 
loaded with thrills, mystery and sus- 
pense. 


It has a lone Pullman car—the rest 
of the train being made up of heavily 
guarded express cars with millions of 
dollars’ worth of raw silk—and an 


lators to wreck the train to prevent 
the arrival of the silk after they have 
cornered the New York market. 

Two mysterious murders are com- 
mitted aboard the train, with an at- 
tempted third. Eight persons are 
under suspicion with the finger of 
guilt pointing alternately at each. 
These include train detectives, a 
tramp beating his way across the 
country on the blind baggage car and 
a scientist, his daughter and a doc- 
tor. It is not until the train reaches 
New York that the mystery is finally 
cleared up. 

The murders are committed in the 
strangest manner imaginable, with an 
unheard of weapon. 

An unusually strong cast playing 
in support of Hamilton and Miss 
Terry includes such well known 
players as Guy Kibbee, Arthur 
Byron, Dudley Digges, Allen Jenkins, 
Arthur Hohl, George Pat Collins, 
Robert Barrat, Vernon Steele, Ed- 
ward Van Sloan, Ivan Simpson and 
Douglas Dumbrille. 

The story is by Houston Branch, 
adapted by Branch and Ben Markson 
and directed by Ray nnright. 


(Your Sth Story) 


Sheila Terry Plays 


all star cast of players headed by 
Neil Hamilton and Sheila Terry. 
Others on board include Guy Kibbee, 
Arthur Byron, Dudley Digges, Allen 
Jenkins, Harold Huber, Arthur 
Hohl, George Pat Collins and Robert 
Barrat. 


“The Silk Express” is one of the 
most colorful mystery stories ever 
screened. Apart from presenting a 
most intensely mystifying plot, the 
picture reveals the interesting facts 
connected with the handling of raw 
silk in this country at Seattle upon 
its arrival from the Orient. 


Verv few people indeed know that 


Her First Lead Role 
in “Silk Express” 


A brand new leading lady will be 
seen on the screen of the : 
Theatre next . . . . when Sheila Terry 
appears in “The Silk Express.” Miss 
Terry has played in an even dozen 
Warner Bros. pictures the past year, 
but this is the first time she makes 
her bow in the chief feminine role, 
playing opposite Neil Hamilton. 

Not only is Miss Terry the chief 
feminine character, but ‘she shares 
honors with no other actress, she be- 
ing the only woman in the cast. Her 
rise may not have been as rapid as | 
some, but it has been a steady and | 
consistent one. | 

Miss Terry “made” Broadway after | 
a training in stock in Canadian cities 
and had a fairly successful career for 
the short length of time she had been 
on the stage, her last legitimate pro- 
duction being an excellent role in 
“The Little Racketeer.” 

Then she came to Hollywood and 
was cast for a small bit in “Week 
End Marriage.” Her work was effi- 


cient so she was cast successively in 
“Big City Blues,” “Crooner,” “I Am 
a Fugitive from a Chain Gang” and 
other pictures, in each of which she 
was given an increasingly important 
role, until finally she was cast as the 
lead in “The Silk Express.” 


| 66 


major roles in the exciting “The Silk Express.” 


Cut No. 2 


Cut 30c 
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the silk trains are permitted the right 
of way even over Presidential spe- 
cials, because of the importance of 
delivering the silk to the Eastern 
markets in record time. These silk 
trains are always heavily guarded and 
stop only to change engines. 

The entire story of the picture re- 
volves upon just one of this “Silk 
xpress” trains carrying a cargo of 
three million dollars’ worth of raw 
silk to New York in order to break a 
corner in silk that has been effected | 
by a group of unscrupulous traders. | 
These men resort to the most desper- | 
ate attempts to prevent the arrival of | 
the silk express in New York. Mur- 
der and arson are just two of the| 
weapons they use. Incidentally, the 
instrument used to commit one of the | 
two murders on the train is said to| 
be one you'll never guess. 


The screen play by Houston Branch 


(Ist Day of Run) 


Allen Jenkins Doesn’t 
Mind Being Dumb if 
He Could Be Classy 


Allen Jenkins’ nose is out of joint. 

He has played in a dozen Warner 
Bros. pictures during the past year, 
and in each he has been either a dumb 
detective or a crook, or something 
equally obnoxious. He was the dumb- 
est kind of a dick in “The Keyhole,” 
being taken over by a tramp gold dig- 
ger on a liner. In “Blondie John- 
son” he was the toughest kind of a 
gangster, who hesitated at nothing 
from arson tg murder. In “Blessed 
Event” he waS a gunman. In fact he 
has been anything but a shining light 
to be held up as a noble example to 
Sunday School scholars, 


“If they just wouldnt make me out 


| quite so dumb, or would let me be a 
| classy robber, it wouldn’t be so bad,” 


said Jenkins. “But look at the cluck 
roles I draw.” 

When he was told to report on the 
set for “The Silk Express,” a picture 
featuring Neil Hamilton and Sheila 
Terry, now showing at the 2 
Theatre, he asked what kind of a role 
he drew. 

“You’re a high class operative for 
an insurance company,” he was told. 

“Fine, said Jenkins. “That’s a 
break.” 

Then he was handed an outfit com- 
prising a bunged up derby, a coat out 


and Ben Markson is based on a story 
by Branch and is said to be fast mov- 
ing and exciting. The picture was 
directed by Ray Enright. 


(Prepared 


at the elbows and pants out at the 
seat with a calico shirt and worn 
brogans. 


“Hey,” he said, “I thought you told 
me I was to be a high class opera- 
tive. What’s the idea of these?” 

“These,” said Director Ray Enright, 
“are your disguise. You're a high 
class operative all right, but in the 
picture you dress as a tramp. We 
won't know until the picture is fin- 


ls 
ished whether or not you are a dyed 


in-the-wool, double-crossing crook 
who committed the mysterious mur- 
ders, an honest man or an innocent 
bystander.” 

Being a real trouper, Allen Jenkins 
donned the hobo garb, but was re- 
warded with some of the cleverest 
lines in the picture. 


Review) 


The “Silk Express” Proves 


Most Absorbing Mystery 


opened at the. . 


picture was shown on the screen, with 


Terry playing 


For sheer engrossing entertainment, for novelty 


and for cleverness of solution, 
of the most engrossing 
long time. 

It has for its setting a fast heavily 
guarded silk train which, we are told, 
has the right of way even over the 
Presidential Special, as it speeds from 
Seattle to New York, laden with three 
million dollars’ worth of raw silk, 
brought in from the Orient. Con- 
tracts for this silk make it impera- 
tive that the train reaches New York 
on time in order to break a corner 
in silk that had been engineered by 
unscrupulous speculators. The meth- 
ods resorted to by these gamblers to 
prevent the silk reaching its destina- 
tion include murder and arson. 

Although two armed guards are 
aboard the train, two men are found 
murdered on the train. How or when 
they were killed baffles detection. 
You'll never guess the weapon used 
to kill one of the victims, but you'll 
gasp with amazement when the mys- 
tery is unravelled. 


A most unusual thing about “The 


Silk Express” is that practically all 
the action takes place aboard the 
train as it speeds along. 

Neil Hamilton as the manufactur- 
er’s representative aboard the train 


of the | is, as usual, excellent as a resourceful 


fighting business man, while Sheila 
Terry, appearing for the first time in 


pictures this reviewer has seen 


HE SILK EXPRESS,” Warner Bros. latest mystery thriller, 
- . Theatre last night to an audience that 
sat enthralled on the edge of their seats, 


as this gripping 
Neil Hamilton and Sheila 


the leading roles supported by a perfect cast. 


of plot and locale 


“The Silk Express” proves to be one 


in a long, 


See ee 


a leading role, does nobly as the only 
woman among thirteen men on the 
train. 


The entire cast, as is usual in all 
Warner Bros. pictures, has been care- 
fully selected, and as a result every 
player is perfectly cast. Dudley 
Digges, as a sick scientist; Allen Jen- 
kins, as a tramp stowaway on the 
train; Guy Kibbee, as a County de- 
tective, and Harold Huber, one of 
the special guards watching the silk, 
all handle their individual parts to 
perfection, while the direction of Ray 
Enright is most superb, 


The picture is based upon a story 
hy Houston Branch, who made a spe- 
cial trip to Seattle during his re- 
search work into the handling of Silk 
Expresses. The author also wrote the 
screen adaptation, with fast, punchy 
dialogue. 

“Silk Express” moves with express 
speed to a brilliant climax, from the 
opening shots, which establish the 
great vogue of silk, to the final de- 
nouement. 

You'll like “Silk Express” because 
it has all the elements of a mystery 
thriller without any of the so-called 
horror atmosphere. 


Pawo Finn 


Sheila 

charm and histrionic ability are 

asserted in Warner Bros.’ thrilling 
“The Silk Express.” 


Beautiful Terry, whose 


Cat Ne. & Cut 30¢ Mat 


(2nd Day of Run} 


Guy Kibbee Couldn’t 
Speak Dialogue Lines 
With Hands Bound 


If you tie Guy Kibbee’s 
he can still talk with his hands, but 
if you put a rope around his hands, 
he becomes tongue tied. This seem- 
ing paradox came out during the tak- 
ing of a scene for “The Silk Ex- 
press,” Warner Bros. mystery picture 
which is now showing at the 


10¢ 


+ £ » 
Con gue 


Theatre. 

An entire morning up 
with a speech on which Kibbee con- 
tinually stumbled. That's not like 
Guy. He’s one actor who can usually 
be depended on to through a 
scene without a hitch. 

Everybody's patience, - including 
Kibbee’s, was tried to the utmost. 

Tony Gaudio, the cameraman, had 


was taken 


vo 


been watching Kibbee closely. The 
scene is one in which Kibbee has to 
talk while lying on his side in a 
train drawing room, tied hand and 
foot. 

“Why don’t you try untying his 
hands,” suggested Tony. “I know 


people who can’t talk ‘without their 
hands.” 

“We can’t do that,” said Director 
Ray Enright. “The script calls for 
his hands being tied.” 

“But he’s facing you and his hands 
are tied behind his back,” insisted | 
the cameraman. “He has the posi- | 
tion of a man with his hands tied, 
but you can’t see the rope.” 

The director finally consented to} 
try the feat, and Kibbee spoke his 
lines perfectly. | 

“And that,” said Enright, “is just 
another mystery added to those al- 
ready in the picture.” 

The screen play by Houston Branch | 
and Ben Markson, based on a story 
by Branch, is a murder mystery on 


wheels, the strange killings taking 
place on a silk express speeding 
across the continent, and which a 


band of crooked silk speculators are 
trying to wreck in order to corner | 
the silk market. 

Neil Hamilton and 
have the leading roles. 


Sheila Terry 
Others in the 


cast include Arthur Byron, Dudley 
Digges, Allen Jenkins and Harold 
Huber 


from Warne 


leading parts in perhay 


jin Hollywood, and who 
est leading role o; 


| Houston 
i“The Silk Express,” 


' | odd 


(Brd Day of Run) 


Neil Hamilton Proves Sheila Terry’s Prayer 
_ Claim to Checkered Came True Year Later 


Career Championship 


Neil 


Hamilton, who has 


8 AS INany 


} 
tion picture productions as iny act 


his lat- 


te Sheila Terry 
of 
storv, 
rently at the heatre, began 
his stage and screen career with 
an of 
imagined. 


in Warner Brox. 
Branch’s 


prod iction 
mvstery 
plaving 
as 
assortment jobs as Can be 
Evidently his good looks were no 


SSE td 
ndi irly 


his e: 
for an actor, for he 


4 machine gun slide filler jr 


ition in vouth that he 


was cut out 


was 
turn 


munitions factorv, a « rew opera‘or 
in a toy factory, a “hurry” clerk in 


hardware store, an 


usher, a property 
man backstage in a theatre—and 
finally motion picture extra, stock 


extra, then stock leading man and 
motion picture leading man. 

He has heen broke in more ways 
and places than anvone else on earth, 
ve once said. He has travelled with 
theatre companies which went broke 
on the road, and left him a thousand 
miles from nowhere and with nothing 
0 get there on. And he has seen, in 
t long career in pictures, the vicissi- 
tudes which have marked the various 
idvances of that industry. 

In the cast with Hamilton and Miss 
Terry in “The Silk Express” are 
Arthur Byron, Guy Kibbee, Dudles 
Digges, Allen Jenkins, Harold Huher. 
Robert Barrat, Ivan Simpson, Arthur 
Hohl, George Pat Collins, Tom Wi] 
son, Edw. Van Sloan and Doug Dum 
brile. It was directed by Rav Er 
right. ‘ ; 


a 


. 


Advanee Box 


Few People Are Aware 
of Silk Express Trains 


The story of “The Silk Express,” 
a Warner Bros. picture, which 
comes to the .... Theatre . Ke 
with Neil Hamilton and Sheila 
Terry playing the leading roles, is 
based on actual facts as far as the 
running of the transcontinental 
train is concerned, although the 
murder mystery is pure fiction. 

Few people know of the ex- 
istence of such a train. It runs 
from Seattle to New York once or 
twice a year laden with millions of 
dollar’s worth of raw silk from 
Japan and China. Silk is the most 
precious cargo carried by express, 
with the exception of gold bullion. 
Insurance is so heavy that every 
moment’s delay means a loss of 
thousands of dollars. Consequently 
the train is given right of way over 
every other train on the line, not 
excepting the U. S. mail trains. 
The train is comprised entirely of 
express cars to carry the bales of 
silk and one Pullman for the 
cuards, 

It is on this train that the ser‘es 
of murders occur which makes for 
a thrilling mystery story. Neil 
Hamilton and Sheila Terry have 


(4th Day of Run) 


in “The Silk Express” 


When Sheila Terr 
Hollywood about a vea 
cast in very munor 
she had had stage 
showed considerable promise as a 
screen actress, she was being tried 
out, as Warner Bros., to whom she 


was under contract, expressed jt. 


At about this time Cor stance Ben- 
nett was plaving at Warner Bros. i; 
“Two Against the World.” with Nei! 
Hamilton leading man. 
“ rt in picture, a 


part so small that as she expresses it, 


= _ . 
as her Sheila 


is assigned a pa the 


“It was just that at:nosphere, and 
scarcely enough of that to breathe” 
But * Sheil 4 d her eves on the 
stars 
“Oh,” she Sighed ~~ ecstat + 
“wouldn't it be heavenly to be im- 
portant enough to have a leading mar 
like Constance Bennett does.” 
“Yeah!” replied the other bit of 
atmosphere she had addressed. “Yeah, “The Silk 
but what a chance.” Cut No. 3 
Sheila never forgot. Sheila was 
ambitious. She got down and dug 
She studied her parts at home. She 
rehearsed them over and over off 


stage, even though they were bits. 
And she was rewarded with increas- 
ingly important roles. 

Then, not quite a vear later, she 
told that to have the 
leading role in “The Silk Express,” a 
picture which is now showing at the 


Was she Was 


Cut 30c¢ 


A Talk with Sheila Terry 
As She Dons Her Make-up 


Sheila Terry and Dudley Digges in one of the exciting scenes from 


Express.” 
Mat 10¢ 


Huber. 


. . Theatre. 


“Who plays opposite me” she had 


isked ¢ isually. 


“Neil Hamilton,” was the answer. 


Constance Bennett’s leading man' 
Sheila nearly swooned. Her dream 
had come true. 

“The Silk Express” is a thrilling 


murder mystery drama by Houston 
Branch, adapted by Branch and Ben | 
Others in the cast include 
Guy khibbee, Arthur Byron, Dudley 
Harold | 


Markson. 


Allen Jenkins and 
Ray Enright directed. 


Digges, 


Sheila Terry 
(A Brief Biography) 


Sheila Terry, who has an impor- 
tant role in the Warner Bros. pic- 
ture, “The Silk Express,” has 
made a tremendous success in pic- 
tures in a few short months, War- 
ner Bros. having engaged her for 
picture work only a year ago, 
after making a screen test. She 
was born in Waroad, Minn., and 
educated for the stage at the 
Toronto branch of the Royal 
Academy of London. She played 
in stock in many Canadian cities, 
then went to New York, where she 
appeared in several plays, one of 
the most successful of which was 
“The Little Racketeer.” Her first 


picture for Warner Bros. was 
“Week End Marriage.’ She was 


then cast in “Big City Blues,” 
“Crooner,” “Scarlet Dawn,” “I Am 
a Fugitive from a Chain Gang,” 
“Lawyer Man,” “20,000 Years in 
Sing Sing,” “Parachute Jumper” 
and “Haunted Gold.” 


Youthful Actress Plays Her First Leading Role 
Opposite 13 Men in “The Silk Express” 


By FRANK DAUGHERTY 


HEILA TERRY was making up her face. 
The interviewer, however, was pretty well inside the door, in 
answer to her cheerful “Come in,’ before this fact became 
apparent. T’o his credit, it may be said that he started to back out 
again, but her laugh stopped him. 


“Oh, come on in,” she said. 


He took time, as he was crossing to a chair at her side. to notice 

| the dressing table. It was one of those motion picture affairs, with 
i ; all « i é a sort) z : : 

lights all about the mirror, and a sort years before, of course. Mr. Gallant 


of half-moon carved in the table top, asked her into his office and pointing 
into which the actress Graws her to a piano, asked her what she’d like 
knees, for she vind her dressing to sing. She was pretty well fright- 
room at the Warner Bros. Studios. ened by then, but the thing had to be 
The table itself was covered with a! done. “So she had leaped upon the 
iniscellaneous array of pencils, pastes, | piano—the lady of “Showboat” was 
tubes, brushes, bottles, little cans, the rage just then—and sang a nun- 
little boxes, jars, powder puffs, | ber. 
combs, brushes—the tools the artists | 
of the stage and screen use for their 
work, 


It seemed incumbent to be inter- 
ested, but really we were still watch- 
ing her at work on her face with our 
best eye. She was filling in the lips 
with that little water-color brush. 

“It didn’t go. He thanked me very 


An Orange Mass 
Miss Terry, dressed in a smock, 
was tracing one perfect evebrow with | - ; 
: I : : : .;much and said good bye.” 
in eyebrow pencil. She had evidently ; : , ; 
just sineared makeup paste all over ‘And then you walked right out of 
her face, for it was one indeterminate | the theatre and ran right into the 
orange You couldn't distin- | @rms of the producer of an uptown 
t=] aA E . ” 
suish eyes from mouth or nose from, Show and got a job. 
chin. The eyebrows gave you your “What was the job?” 
only hint. “"The Little Racketeer.’ 
She is the feminine lead—the only | did you know?” 


mass. 


But how 


FE EE 6 


Neil Hamilton, Guy Kibbee, Sheila Terry and Dudle y Digges as they are seen in 


the leading roles. 


one of the high spots 
*r Bros.’ absorbing mystery, “The Silk Express.” P 


Cut No. 4 Cut 30c Mat 10c 


girl, in fact—in “The Silk Express,” a But we countered with another 
Warner a picture, which — to question. 
the Theatre on , and in * : 
: : ; ae > How come you went into the 
which she plays opposite Neil Hamil- egg : 
= movies: 
ton. - F 
: She had been seen, she said, about 
Her call, she said, was for ten- | . : 
: : a year before, by Max Arnow, the 
thirty. It was then nine-thirty. : y 


She had finished with the evebrows 
now, and was brushing down the 
orange powder on her face with a 


| soft white brush. 


Then, with the lipsticked brush she 


| outlined with just a fine, narrow line, 


the contour of her lips. 


Mouth Droops 


“My mouth naturally has a sort of 
droop,” she said, and _ illustrated by 
letting it be natural and droopy. “But 
I've learned to make it look a little 
more cheerful,” she went on. 


Watching her calmly painting her. 


| face was so interesting that we forgot 


| idea of an 
| not, 


/broke in New York. 


we had come there for an interview. 


But if we had sort of given up the | 
interview, Miss Terry had 
She had had a bust done, she | 
said, by Wheeler Williams, one of the 
most famous sculptors in the country. | 

Or, if that wasn’t exactly the sort | 
of thing wanted, there had been the | 
time, two years ago, when she was 
She had spent 


her last dollar for a taxi to take her | 


to Washington Square. Someone had 


' the door to speculate 


| She decided, finally, that England was | 


told her that Barney Gallant wanted 


a night club singer for his Village 
= She intended to apply for the 
job. 


moment outside 
on what sort of 
give. She had 
night club_ singing. | 


She had stopped a 


references she could 
never done any 


a long Way off, and that she might as 
well be from there. So she sounded 
a couple of broad “a's,” just to see 
if she had them right, and went in. 

_She was, she told him, from the Kit 
Kat Club in London—a couple of 


A. 


casting director of Warner Bros. 
contract had followed. 

She was using the comb now, loos- 
ening up a rather thick head of vellow 
hair. The curls were stiff, and looked 
real enough. But, of course, we 
thought we knew better than that. We 
discovered they were real. 

A heavy knock 
door. 


sounded on— the 
“On the set, Miss Terry,” called a 
prop boy. 


“Right away,” she said. 


She stood up now and threw off 
the smock. Underneath, she was 
dressed in grey tweed skirt and 


sweater. 
“If you’re here when I come back 
- or if there’s anything else I can 
tell you some other time,” she 
shouted back from the open doorway. 


The Only Girl 


We followed her to the stage, arriv- 


I. . . . 
| ng Just in time to see a well turned 
/ankle as she boarded the “Silk Ex- 


press” and disappeared into the car. 
She’s the only girl in the cast. 

“The Silk Express” is a melodra- 
matic story of an attempt by. silk 


| financiers to prevent the arrival of a 


trainload of silk in New York in their 
effort to corner the silk market. More 
exciting incidents happen aboard the 
train in its battle against time to 
cross the continent from Seattle to 
New York than is contained in half 
a dozen average pictures. 

In the cast, besides Neil Hamilton 
and Miss Terry, are Arthur Byron, 
Guy Kibbee, Allen Jenkins, Hirold 
Huber, Dudley Digges and others. 
Ray Enright directed, 
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pulled onto a siding while waiting for an express train to pass 
it, Houston Branch, twenty years later, found material from 
rite one of the most novel and thrilling motion picture 
he Silk Express,” a Warner Bros. picture featuring Neil 
Sa, =: Sheila Terry, which opens at the .... Theatre on.. 


Bote when he was a small boy he saw a fast mail train 


which to 


oor 


dramas, ‘” 


A mai7train, as every boy knows, is the fastest thing on wheels, 
at least so far as the railroad goes. 


why it should pull over onto a siding 


to let an ordinary express train go Great Northern Railway, the C. B. & 


through. 


“It’s the Silk Express,” they told 
him at the time. 


Twenty years later, while thinking 
up a novel subject for the movies, he 
recalled what he had heard about the 
Silk Express. He suggested a story 
based upon the Silk Express to War- 
production executives. They 
immediately sent him to Seattle, 
where he dug up the colorful facts 
anent the Silk Express. 


In the silk trade, time means money. 
Interest on the millions of dollars in- 
vested in silk shipments multiplies at 
the rate of thousands of dollars a 
day. 


Insurance Costly 


Insv’rance, 
costly 


too, is exceedingly 


Th great steamship companies and 
tran‘continental railways have co- 
operated with the silk dealers in a 
series of record-smashing trips be- 
tweep Yokohama, Japan, and New 
York, via Seattle, St. Paul and Chi- 
cago. When the silk expresses tear 
their way across desert and moun- 
tains, farmlands and industrial dis- 
tricts, even Presidential specials get 
out of the way. 


Only one other train takes prece- 
dence. The Species train, carrying 
shipments of gold bullion. 


Silk is the second most valuable 
material in the world carried on rail- 
roads as express. Only gold itself is 
more precious. 


The world’s record for a silk ship- 
ment stands at present at twelve days 
14 hours and 36 minutes, Yokohama 
to New York, a total distance of 8,300 
miles. 


It was made by the Admiral Line 
Steamer President McKinley, The 


; 


“The Silk 


in the baggage car, two special and trusted guards secretly 
working to stop the train at any cost, still another murder, 
a dying man and his daughter counting the minutes from Seattle to 
New York, a hick detective trying to solve the mystery—that’s the 
list of characters and the sort of drama you're going to see when 
Warner Brothers’ “Silk Express’ opens at the. . 


It’s a very unusual sort of mystery this, photographed almost 


entirely on board the only train that 
takes precedence over a President’s 
private special—the silk express. 
Spectacular shots include rolling 
shots down inside the entire length of 
the speeding train—and many inter- 
esting and exciting shots of the load- 
ing silk train. 

But §t is the mystery aboard the 

‘train, the death of two of the pas- 
sengers, and the attempted killing of 
a third yby a member of the group 
riding ¢a the train which gives it the 
proper fillip of suspense. Everyone 
is suspected. Everyone, in fact, is 
justified in suspecting everyone else. 
For everyone else ,at some time or an- 
other during the running of the film, 
does something worthy of being sus- 
pected for. It is an excellent ex- 
ample of sustained suspense in a mys- 
tery film. 

The explanation of their presence 
on the train is bound up with the 
state of the silk market of the world 
with the coming of spring. It is to 
be a silk year—Paris has sounded the 
keynote. But in New York the mar- 
ket is cornered and the prices are run 
sky high. The silk manufacturers de- 
termine to run a silk train through 
from Seattle in record time, despite 
all efforts of those who have cornered 
the market to prevent the arrival of 
the train in New York. Develop- 
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“Silk Express” 
Dug Up Facts in Seattle 


Colorful History of Silk Laden Trains Made Basis 
for Thrilling and Revealing Picture 


(Advance Feature) 


Express” Based 
Upon Closely Guarded Train 


A CLOSELY guarded silk train racing against time, a murder 


Feature) 


ADVANCE 


SHORTS 
CURRENT 


Guy Kibbee Gets Tips 
on Role from Brother 


Theatre on... ; 
“The Silk Express,” again plays a 
copper role. 


York’s finest. 


Neil Hamilton have the leads. 


And young Branch wondered 


Q. R. R. and the Pennsylvania Rail- 
way. 

Silk shipments land yearly at 
Seattle, San Francisco and Los An- 
geles, and the transcontinental rail- 
ways are constantly trying to better 
the records on their shipments. No 
bullion trains have run in this coun- 
try since 1914, but the Silk Express 
is a yearly occurrence. 


Closely Guarded 3 


Closely guarded docks, trains 
loaded at night and strict secrecy 
mark the silk shipments. Millions of 
dollars are represented in a single 
shipment. 


in "The Silk Express" 


Powell - Colman - Menjou — types 
player, who will be seen on. . 
the . 


to become a first class actor. 
he says, never regretted the change. 


the leading role in “The Silk Ex- 
press.” 


Branch’s curiosity led him, finally, 
to the uncovering of this dramatic 
aspect of present day railroading and 
he wrote around it his story, “The 
Silk Express.” 

Almost the entire action of the pic- 
ture takes place on board the special 
train which is made up of silk cars, 
on which travel officials in charge of 
the shipment, with armed guards. In 
this particular instance, however, a 
pretty girl acting as a nurse to her 
father, who has been stricken sud- 
denly ill, and a doctor are included 
as passengers. 


Sheila Terry's Best Role 
Came With 12th Picture 


It took Sheila Terry just eleven 
pictures to work herself up from bit 
parts to a leading role. She had her 
first bit part at Warner Bros. studios 
about a year ago in “Week End 
Marriage.” Her twelfth assignment 
was the leading feminine role in “The 
Silk Express,” which will be shown 
at. the .....::°Theatre on .. She 
plays opposite Neil Hamilton in this 
picture, which is a thrilling mystery 
The plot involves a battle between | murder drama. 
the silk manufacturers and crooked 
financiers who do everything in their 
power to prevent the landing of the 
silk in New York, where they have 
cornered the market. 


Success and Baby Came 
A series of mysterious incidents, Late in Kibbee's Life 
including two murders, make the trip 
a most exciting melodrama. A _not- 
able cast, playing in support of Ham- 
ilton and Miss Terry, includes Arthur 
Byron, Guy Kibbee, Allen Jenkins, 
Harold Huber and Dudley Digges. 
The screen play is by Mr. Branch in 
collaboration with Ben Markson. Ray 
Enright directed. 


Success and a new baby both came 
late in life to Guy Kibbee, now ap- 
pearing at the .... Theatre in “The 
Silk Express,” a Warner Bros. pic- 
ture, in which Neil Hamilton and 
Sheila Terry have the leading roles. 


Guy is in his fifties, and success 
and the baby are both about three 
years old. But Guy says it isn’t when 
you get ’em—it’s merely getting them 
that counts. 

He played most of the stock the- 
atrical routes in the United States, 
and had given up hope of ever reach- 
ing Broadway, when he was suddenly 
called there to play a big role in 
“The Torch Song.” The same play 
brought him to the coast, and an im- 
mediate success in pictures. 


Playing Corpse Role No 
Cinch for Ivan Simpson 


Ivan Simpson, who plays the part 
of a corpse in the Warner Bros. pic- 
ture, “The Silk Express,” now play- 
ing at the... . Theatre, with Neil 
Hamilton and Sheila Terry in the 
leading roles, declares it is not so easy 
as might be imagined. For picture 
purposes Simpson is smothered to 
death in a car carrying silk. 


“Just to lie still without twitching 
an eyelid is not an easy thing in it- 
self,” he said, “but when they fill the 
car with smoke so that you are chok- 
ing and want to cough—well, just try 
to keep still under those circum- 
stances.” 


o< See a 


ments during this run end in the mys- 
tery already described. 


A large cast includes such outstand- 
ing players as Neil Hamilton, Sheila 
Terry, Guy Kibbee, Dudley Digges, 
Arthur Byron, Allen Jenkins, Harold 
Huber, Robert Barrat, Ivan Simpson, 
Arthur Hohl, George Pat Collins, 
Tom Wilson and others. 


The story is by Houston Branch, 
whose own observations, as a boy in 
the middle west, of the fast passen- 
ger trains drawing to one side to 
allow a three or four car silk express 
train to pass them, led him to work 
out this saga of the silk trade. 


The work of Neil Hamilton as the 
head of the silk manufacturers who 
run the train, and of Sheila Terry 
and Dudley Digges, as a paralytic 
and his daughter, trying to reach the 
New York specialists in time to save 
his life, and taken on board the fast 
express for that purpose, is said to 
be outstanding. Miss Terry has her 
first leading role for Warner Brothers 
in this picture, and plays it opposite 
thirteen men! 


“The Silk Express was directed by 
Ray Enright and photographed by 
Tony Gaudio, a pair who have to 
their credit some of the fastest action 
pictures of the screen. 


Neil Hamilton Has All 
Standby Superstitions 


Neil Hamilton, who is appearing 
currently at the... . Theatre in 
Warner Bros. murder mystery on 
wheels, “The Silk Express,” is known 
as one of the most superstitious men 
in Hollywood. 


He has all the old standby super- 
stitions, three on a match, don’t walk 
under a ladder, don’t step on a crack, 
don’t put on your right shoe first and 
so on. But he has a lot of new ones, 
too. He will not start a picture on 
Tuesday. He will not eat with either 
seven or thirteen — at the table, 
and he will not have a goldfish in 
the house. 


Guy Kibbee, who comes to the.... 
. in Warner Bros. 


Guy rather likes the 
role and gets many tips on the part 
from his brother, who is one of New 
In “The Silk Express” 
he is cast as a county detective who 
unwinds a murder mystery on the fast 
east-west silk train. Sheila Terry and 


Doctor Now Movie Actor 


Vernon Steele, one of those suave 

of 
. at 
. . . Theatre in Warner Bros.’ 
“The Silk Express” in the role of a 
doctor, practiced the role in real life 
for several years before he gave it up 
He has, 


Neil Hamilton and Sheila Terry have 


(Current Feature) 


Sheila Terry Really Enjoys 
Two Separate Life Stories 


T 


HERE are two stories of the life, as far as it has gone to date, 
of Sheila Terry, who has her first leading role in pictures in 
“The Silk Express,’ a Warner Bros. production now showing 


at the... . Theatre, with Neil Hamilton playing the male lead. 


will left by an uncle. 


providing she became a 


teacher. 
two years. 


spent two 
school. 


years 


‘Terry stepped into the picture. 


Sheila Terry. 


Hutchins. So from 1927 


old trunk in the attic. 


Legacy Went Boom 


The rich uncle died, and when his} _ : 2 
will was filed it was discovered that} ing which she played in New York 


fav would © into a tidy little sum| She rose to the point where she played 
wae Brea ong E school | the feminine lead in “The Outsider,” 


The minimum amount on| Which, and for an obvious reason, 
educational service stipulated was | happens to be her favorite stage role. 
So Kay Clark, with a 
burning desire to become an actress, 
teaching country 


Somewhere, just before this, Sheila 
Kay 
Clark would have a “strange inter- 
lude” and go in for a spell of dra- 
matie training under the name of 


The scene of her dramatic train-| S™P 
ing shifted from Minnesota to New| York”—or words to that effect, and 


York, where she studied with John 
to 1929 | career. 


Sheila Terry was packed away in the 


Only one of these stories has received circulation thus far because 
interviewers have always questioned her about the life of Sheila 
Terry neglected to inquire about Kay Clark. 


Sheila ‘Terry was born Kay Clark | to starve until she got a break. She 
on a farm near War Road, Minne- 
sota, on the day of March 5, 1910. 
When the two characters in the one| soaking through her torn shoes. 
person parted company is a matter on 
which she herself is a little hazy, but 
it all came about because of the con- 
flict of her own will and the legal 


didn’t walk the streets from one the- 
atrical agency to another, the. rain 


The fact of the matter is, she asked 
for a job and got it. She ate regu- 
larly, lived conffortably and her shoes 
were always in good repair. 


What’s more, in the six months dur- 


Sheila was doing quite well on the 
New York stage when a Warner Bros. 
executive approached with a “How 
about a screen test?” proposition. 


She made the screen test and then 
waited breathlessly while it was 
shipped to Hollywood, where a deci- 
sion would be made. 


Sure enough, back came the order: 
“Ship one Sheila Terry, f.o.b. New 


Sheila Terry was launched on a movie 


She had a nice little part in her 
first picture, “Week End Marriage,” 
and in “Big City Blues,” but from 
then on came a series of secretary 


Now enters the menace—although | Toles where she would have one scene 
Sheila isn’t so sure that it wasn’t the | and perhaps only one line to say, such 


hero. 


The “tidy little sum” which | 4S: 


“This way, madam,” or “Will 


her uncle had left her was invested | that be all today, sir?” 


in some safe stocks—and it is well- 
known history what the year 1929 did 


to that commodity. 


She decided to take what she had 


Several times during her past year 
in Hollywood she contemplated resur- 
recting Kay Clark and going back to 
Minnesota. She didn’t know that the 


saved and make another stab at being | Warner Bros. executives were placing 


Sheila Terry. 
period at teaching was just about up 
and she had fulfilled the obligations 
of the will. 


The moment she stepped on the 
train headed for Toronto, Canada, 
Kay Clark died a painless death. 

Having been a school teacher, how- 
ever, Sheila had acquired the habit 
of training for a thing properly. In 
Toronto, she enrolled in an_ institu- 
tion affiliated with the Royal Acad- 
emy of London, where she received 
her finishing touches. 


Then came her first real job, an 
engagement with a stock company in 
Toronto in which she played for about 
seven months. Armed with this ex- 
perience, she went to New York City 
all set to crash Broadway. ; 


Didn’t Starve 


This story isnt very dramatic for 
the simple reason that she didn’t have 


Current 


Besides, her two year| her in small and varied parts in many 


pictures and carefully watching her 
work in each. She wondered several 
times why, if they had relegated her 
to minor parts, they still continued to 
take up her option each time it came 
due. 


The answer to this last came when 
the executives assigned her to play 
the lead in “The Silk Express.” 


The story is a melodramatic mys- 
tery thriller in which a band of silk 
hoarders attempt to wreck a silk 
train in order to corner the New York 
market on the commodity. Neil Ham- 
ilton has the leading masculine role, 
while others in the cast include Ar- 
thur Byron, Guy Kibbee, Allen Jen 


kins, Harold Huber and Dudley 
Digges. 
The screen play by Houston 


Branch and Ben Markson is based on 
an original story by Branch. Ray 
Enright directed. 


Feature) 


( 
Allen Jenkins Plays Hobo 
in “Silk Express” Mystery 


A LLEN JENKINS doesn’t know what the “psychology of the 


hobo”’ is. 
the gunman”’ is. 


If you asked him about this, he might reply, 


“What's that?” 


No more does he know what the “psychology of 


as likely as not, 


Because that’s the sort of person Allen Jenkins is. 
You saw him as a gunman in “Blessed Event.” 


You'll see him as a hobo in Warner Bros.’ 


acterization he is an operative work- 
ing for an insurance agency as a spe- 
cial guard over a trainload of insured 
silk 

There’s nothing particularly studied 
or deep or psychological about Allen 
Jenkins’ portrayals of toughs, yet he 
manages to get close to the thinking 
and mannerisms of the average tough 
or hobo and adds a touch of comedy 
that saves it. 

Your true hobo is more comic than 
tough. 

Life is a bubble to be picked for 


him. So why should he work There's } 


blue in the sky, sun playing along the 
ties as the box-car rolls its happy 
miles. And at the end of the es, 
run, whether chased from the car by 
the ever-watchful “dicks,” or merely 
strolling from it in search of a near- 
lying “jungle” where are to be found 
brother tramps and a questionable 
but tasty “mulligan,” there’s rest and 
untroubled sleep. No work to go to 


new mystery on wheels, 


in the morning. No family to supply. 
No one to answer to. 

The next day is another world, full 
of new faces and different places. 

Life is a laugh. 

Your true hobo is seldom vicious, or 
even depressed. 

And that’s the way Allen Jenkins 
plays him. 

Jenkins appears as a hobo through- 
out the picture. Only at the very end 
do you learn that he is an operative 
for an insurance company, secretly 
guarding a train load of silk against 
a plot to destroy it. 


“The Silk Express” is dynamically 
melodramatic and filled with startling 
and thrilling incidents. Neil Hamil- 
ton and Sheila Terry have the leading 
roles while others in the cast include 
Arthur Byron, Guy Kibbee, Harold 
Huber and Dudley Digges. 


Houston Branch wrote the story 
and collaborated with Ben Markson 
on the screen play, which was directed 
by Ray Enright. 


The following adaptation of the 
always popular “code puzzle” is sure 
to arouse much interest by its novelty. 
The sentence presented in code for 
deciphering is: SILK EXPRESS IS 
THE MOST EXCITING MYS- 
TERY PICTURE OF THE YEAR. 

Tie up with local newspaper with 
the understanding that beside the 
story inaugurating the contest, the 
two patterns showing the “code” and 
the sentence in code be printed. Offer 
guest tickets to the twenty-five per- 
sons who first send to the Silk Ex- 
press Code Editor, care of your 
theatre, the correct answer. 


SENTENCE WRITTEN IN CODE, 
DANDY NEWSPAPER CONTEST 


Below are the two designs which 
explain the “code” which is used to 
represent different letters of the al- 
phabet. For example, the lines form- 
ing a right-angle, at the upper left- 
hand corner, stand for the letter A; 
the letter B is represented by the 
same right-angle, with the addition of 
the dot. The letter I is represented 
by the square shown at the centre of 
the design; the letter J is shown by 
the same square, with the added dot. 
And so with all the other letters. 


The sentence is printed in “code.” 
Contestants by use of the two pat- 
terns figure out the words. 


Decipher Code Sentence and 
See The “Silk Express” Free 


Guest ‘Tickets to Strand 


Offered by The News to 


First 25 Readers Sending in Solutions 


the Warner Bros. photoplay which comes to the .. . . Theatre 


O« of the many thrilling sequences in “The Silk Express,” 


- next, is that in which someone on the “Silk Express” 
sends a mysterious message in code to a group of silk speculators 
intent on preventing the train from reaching its destination, New 


York. 


In connection with this fact, 


Manager of the Strand 


Theatre, and the News offer a brain-teaser in the form of a ‘code’ 
pen Nene cit ED hE etl 


sentence. Guest tickets to “The Silk 
Express” will be awarded the first 
twenty-five persons who send correct 
wording of the sentence to the Silk 
Express Code Editor, care of the 
-... Theatre. 


The key to the code is shown by 
the illustrations given. For example: 
It will be seen that the letter A is 
represented by the lines forming a 
right angle, in the upper left-hand 
corner of the pattern. The letter B 
is indicated by the same angle with 
the addition of a dot. To further 
illustrate: The letter I is represented 
hy the square in the centre, while J 


is shown by the same square with the 
dot. And so on. 

You'll have a lot of fun working 
out the sentence which is given in 
code. It’s not too hard and not too 
easy. Get busy and perhaps you’ll be 
one of the twenty-five who will see the 
years biggest thriller as the guest of 
the .... Theatre. 

The strong cast of “The Silk Ex- 
press” is headed by Neil Hamilton, 
Sheila Terry, Arthur Byron, Dudley 
Digges, Allen Jenkins and Guy Kib- 
bee. Now for your Sherlock Holmes 
stuff! Decipher the “Silk Express” 
message. 


(MESSAGE) 
VOEC LARMFLVV OV Va3L 
VWVV LAUDVOAI IvVLF> 
MOUVCFL Nt VIL LIF 


The CODE and MESSAGE iNustrations are 


available in one unit. 


Cut No. 17 Cut 


30c Mat 10c 


Newspaper Style Lobby Bulletin 
With “Silk Express” Headlines 


Price up news bulletins, using bold 
black lettering on a special 40x60, 
made up of ordinary manila paper to 
resetnble the notices posted in front 
of newspaper offices. Post two a day 
for several days before the date of 
the picture. Use in lobby or in 
prominent window, with action. stills 
from the picture used as a border 
for the bulletin board. You can also 
have this bulletin board made up to 
resemble a railroad station bulletin 


board. 


First Bulletin: (Post at beginning). 
EXTRA! 
World Supply of Silk 
Reported Cornered! 
Fashion Centres Report 
Coming Vogue of Silk! 
Price of Silk Soars As 
Shortage Is Reported! 
Post Second Day: 


Silk Manufacturers to Import “The Silk Express,” 


Own Silk in Fight Against Silk | 
Profiteers! Silk Cargo Lands | 


Page Eigh: 


Plot Unearthed 


in Port of Seattle in Fight 
Against Artificial 
| $3,000,000 in Silk Unloaded 
in Record Time and Placed 


Shortage! 


Aboard “Silk Express” 


Post third day: 


Silk Express” Heavily 
Guarded Leaves Seattle for 
New York! 


to Prevent 
Arrival of Valuable “Silk. 


= Express” 
Silk Speculators Reported 


Ready to Resort to Des erat 
Methods to Stop Silk Rapioos! 


Post fourth day: 


Fire Breaks Out on Mystery 


Express! Man Discovered 
Murdered on Silk Express in 
Burning Silk Laden Train! 


I Loaded 
with Thrills, Arrives at the 


Strand Tonight! 


FINE LOBBY AND FRONT IDEAS 
THAT BALLYHOO “SILK EXPRESS” 


A great flash to ballyhoo “Silk 
Express” in your lobby and on your 
front may be effected inexpensively 
in the following ways: 


To announce the coming of “Silk 
Express,” put up a big map showing 
‘ the cross-country railroad route from 
Seattle to New York. A week before 
the engagement opens start a red 
tape from Seattle, advancing the tape 
daily to marked spaces indicating the 
number of days remaining before it 
reaches your theatre. Final destina- 
tion should be your playdate. Over 
this display carry the following copy: 
“ON ITS WAY! ‘SILK EX- 
PRESS’ — THE NON - STOP 
THRILLER—DUE HERE” (Date). 


Effective animation can easily be 
worked by having a toy electric train 
run around a level of this display. 
Every time the train reaches the 
front of the display it illuminates a 
set of electric letters or a transpar- 
ency reading, “SILK EXPRESS” 
DUE HERE (playdates). 

Surround this display with railroad 
semaphores, flags, lamps, signals and 
other equipment secured from your 
local railroads; and plenty of action 
stills from “Silk Express.” 


In setting up such displays, do not 
overlook the thrill-packed incidents on 
the “SILK EXPRESS.” Use a 
large blackboard on the style of a 
station announcement board listing 
all the thrills: 


“Silk Express” racing against death! 


Murder in the baggage car of “The Silk Express”’! 


Silk speculators secretly working to wreck the train! 


Who killed the man on “The Silk Express”? 
What weapon was used to kill? 


One woman among thirteen strange men! 


Everyone is suspected on 


“The Silk Express”! 


Something every minute on this treasure laden 


train! 
“Silk Express” 
(List Stars) 
Due Here (playdates) 


The bulletin board resembling that, office, with a sign over the box office 


in front of a newspaper office men- 
tioned elsewhere in this exploitation 
section can also be used. 


Everything you use in your lobby 
can be moved out for your front dis- 
play. Augment your front display 
with strong billing of the large cast 
of stars and plenty of action stills. 
The front of your box office can be 
made to resemble a railroad ticket 


reading: “GET ON BOARD THE 
‘SILK EXPRESS.’ STARTS HERE 
DAILY.” Then give time of show- 
ings and a complete listing of the 
thrills in the picture as given above. 
the thrill selling copy picked up from 
Your street man or an usher can 
be dressed as a train conductor and 
hand out railroad tickets to passers- 
by. This novelty is described else- 
where in this merchandising plan. 


LOCOMOTIVE SET PIECE FOR 
LOBBY AND FRONT DISPLAY 


GUY KI6BBEE 
SHELLA TERRY 
ARTHUR BYRON 
DUDLEY DIGGES 
HAROLD HUBER 


ALLEN JENKINS 


The lobby set piece sketched above 
which can be made with little effort 
and expense, will serve as an atten- 
tion-getting advertising stunt in ad- 
vance of your opening of “SILK 
EXPRESS.” Later it can be moved 
to the front of your box office to be 
part of your barricade display. 


The head light on the locomotive 
can be effected by use of a spot 
light. Other signal lamps and flags 
placed around the cutout will add a 
general realistic touch to the display. 


On the back of the drum is a cir- 
cular display of stills or transparent 
enlargements revolving on a pivot. 


As each scene passes before the front 
opening it is illuminated by a strong 
light coming from the back of the 
display. 

The same light also serves to illu- 
minate the title “SILK EXPRESS” 
which is cut out from transparent 
letters. Here is the copy for the 
place indicated: 

(a) A LIFETIME OF THRILLS 
IN ONE CROSS-CONTINENTAL 
TRIP! 

(b) THE MOST DARINGLY 
DIFFERENT PICTURE OF THE 
YEAR! 2 

(c) LIST TITLE AND STARS. 


EXPLOITATION 


be AT REN a 


ee a 


PRIS OTERIM 


nearer 


——————— 


Your Own Movie Magazine at 


Only the Cost 


Attractively gotten up in a four- 
page leaflet, with your theatre 
name at the head, this “Movie 
Magazine” is designed to bring in 
the customers. 

This is the type of material that 
goes into the home, with women 
especially saving it for the rest of 
the family to read. 

The beauty about this “Movie 
Magazine” is the fact that it con- 
centrates upon selling each picture 
you play. 

Prices include theatre imprint. 
top of magazine and back. 

Fifty per cent of the order must 
accompany the order. balance 
C.0.D., F.0.B. New York City. Two 
per cent discount allowed if full 
cash is sent with order. 


1000 to 3M $4.00 per M 
4000 to 5M 3.75 per M 
6000 and over 3.50 per M 


Order direct from 


HOLLYWOOD PICTORIAL NEWS 
358 West 44th Street, N. Y. C. 


Use Time Tables 
for Throwaways 


Secure a quantitv of Time Tables 
or train schedules from your local 
railroad and have them imprinted or 
rubber-stamped in red ink. Copy to 
read: “GET ABOARD THE ‘SILK 
EXPRESS’——-THr, MOST DARING- 
LY DIFFERENT PICTURE 
YOUVE EVER SEEN NOW 
PLAYING STRAND THEATRE.” 

Distribute these in railroad stations, 
to store employees, office buildings, 
barber shops and in parked autos 


Change B. 0. Into 
R. R. Ticket Office 


Change the box office to resemble 
a railway ticket office. Have throw- 
aways printed after the manner oi 
the railroad circulars with sales COD 
on the picture. Use the “builetins” 
mentioned elsewhere in this Merchan- 
dising Plan, posting them on lobby 
walls. Have man dressed as train- 
man, calling trains: “*The Silk Ex- 
press’ Seattle to New York .. . com- 
ing in at (time next showing starts).” 
Use plenty of stills from the picture. 


= 
Snipe R. R. Depot 
Bring vour show to the attention of 
the many people passing through the 
local railroad depot. Snipe the walls 
and bulletin boards with a card read- 
ing as follows: 


Make sure you don’t miss the 
thrill special 
“THE SILK EXPRESS” 
Strand Today 


rhis type sign can also be posted 
on street corners where trolleys or 
other means of conveyance stop. 


Department Store 
Window Contest 


Arrange with your local depart 
ment store or dress shops for a large, 
colorful window display of silk bolts 
with materials spread out to cover 
the entire show space. Make up a 
large sign reading: 


HERE'S THE LATEST 
SHIPMENT FROM 
THE SILK EXPRESS 


Guess how many inches of silk 


in the window and win 
free tickets to 


“THE SILK EXPRESS" 
Now at the Strand 


Award the first ten nearest correct 
answers with guest tickets: Be sure 

get plenty of representation in the 
Window with a still layout and promi- 
Rent playdate display. 


of a Throwaway 


i vour Own / 
MOVIE MAGATINE 


CARRIES YOUR OWN 
THEATRE NAME - 
DEVOTED SOLELY 
TO YOUR THEATRE - 
SELLS YOUR PICTURES 
TO THE PUBLIC - 


THROWAWAY - 


FILL OUT FOR IMPRINT INFORMATION 


(Theatre Name) 


Address 


Play Date 


Your imprint to include only the above 


information—3-eol. ad as per sample to appear on 
back page. 


For Classified Ads 


Arrange with your local newspaper 
to conduct this scrambled words con- 
test in the classified ads. The idea is 
to tind the words forming title of the 
picture and a line describing it. For 
instance: “SILK EXPRESS’—A 
LIFETIME OF THRILLS IN SEV- 
ENTY MINUTES.” 

Each word is to be buried in a sep- 
arate classified ad, but displayed in 
a different style type, so that con- 
testants have some clue to follow. 
Either use a bold face type or set 
each word in italies. 


This scrambled words contest 
should be started a few days in ad- 
vance and continued to run during 
the showing of “SILK EXPRESS.” 
Offer 15 pair of guest tickets to the 
first 15 correct answers sent in daily. 
The answers may be sent directly to 
your theatre or to the Scrambled 
Words Contest Kditer of the coop- 
erating newspaper 


Colored Blow-ups 


Three attractive 28x42 enlarge- 
ments (two shown above) of the 
picture’s high spets, are available. 
Use them for advance or current 
lobby display. 


Price $3.50 each, f.o.b. New York 
Order direct from 


PHOTOCOLOR STUDIO 
220 West 42nd Street, N. Y. G 


Numbered Lucky 
Train Tickets 


A novel throwaway can be gotten 
up at very little cost, in the form of 
a railroad ticket printed on colored 
stock. Copy to read: “ONE WAY 
TICKET ‘SILK EXPRESS’ SEAT- 
TLE TO NEW YORK NO STOPS.” 
Then in smaller type insert some of 
the ads in this merchandising plan. 
On the reversed side of this ticket 
repeat the title and list the cast with 
the playdates at vour theatre. 

A lucky number contest can be 
worked with this throw way. Have 
eich numbered and announce that 
each day during the run of the pic 
ture the theatre will post ten lucks 
numbers picked from the — tiekets. 
Holders of lucky numbers will be ad 
mitted free to see “SILK EX 
VRESS.” This stunt is bound to 

ring cash customers, figuring thats 
person having the lucky number will 
usually buy a ticket for an aecom 
panving friend. Also that it will 
bring interested people to vour th 
tre to learn if they are holding a 
lucky ticket. Once at the theatre the 
chances are they'll buy a ticket even 
if they foiled to have a lucky number 


BE SURE TO USE THE 
OFFICIAL VITAPHONE 
TRAILER ON THIS 
PICTURE 


CONTEST BASED 


! 
| 
| 


| BURGEE 


| TAKE A CHANCE ON 
| HEART FAILURE!... 
It’s Worth It 


A EXPRESS 


wilh 


NEIL HAMILTON + SHEILA TERRY 
‘ GUY KIBBEE - ALLEN JENKINS - 


Size 20 x 30 inches, printed 
on heavy, durable canvas. 


Economically priced at 
45¢ each. 
{vailable direct from 


MORRIS LIBERMAN 
729 Broadway 
New York, N. Y. 
NOT AT EXCHANGE 


UPON WEAPON 


USED IN PICTURE'S KILLING 


“The weapon used to kill the con- 
ductor of “The = Silk Express” was 
such an unusual one that the incident 
lends itself to a newspaper contest, 


Tie up with your local newspaper 
by offering $5.00 in cash for the first 
one to guess what was used to kill 
the conductor, and 25 pairs of guest 


tickets to the 25 readers sending in 
the most original guesses. 

Furnish the paper with a brief 
synopsis of the picture and some of 
the exciting incidents in the picture. 
Of course, your playdate should be 
used in the publicity ~tory announce 


jing the contest, which can run for 


three or four days 


“SILK EXPRESS” 


A NATURAL FOR 


MERCHANT RADIO TIE-UPS 


A good angle to use in advertising 
“SILK EXPRESS” is to take advan- 
tage of the morning radio broadeast- 
ing periods. 

Offer your leading department 
sfore or women’s specialty shop. the 
following plan, which is designed to 
zet free radio advertising for attrac 
tions you play. At the same time it 
+ bound to stimulate interest in the 
merchants’ “specials,” which should be! 
ity silks. 

After the store’s regular announce- 
ents, a request is then made for the 
isteners-in to submit suggestions for 
specials which they believe would be 
most popular if put on sale the fol- 
lowing week. As an inducement for 
wonen to send in their sugzestions, 


j 


the store o:Fers guest tickets to your 
theatre for the ten best suggestions 
submitted daily. Thus in a week's 
time the store has a good idea of 
what kind of merehandise the women 
want and you earn for your attrac 


tions a good radio publicity build up. 


In order to get full advantage of 
such publicity provide the announcer 
with new copy to be used daily to 
sell the picture. Pick up such copy 
from the publicity stories and ads 
shown in this Merchandise Plan 


Plant this idea to advertise “SILK 
EXPRESS” and continue to use it 
from week to week. You will soon 
find that other merchant, will ip)- 
proach vou for this tie up which im Ly 
develop into other cooperitys > stunts. 


“NAME THE MURDERER” MAKES 
CORKING NEWSPAPER CONTEST 


You can create a great deal of in- 
terest in) your attraction with this 
easy to handle newspaper contest. The 
idea of the stunt is to have your local 
newspaper run, about a day or two 
prior to the opening, a description of 
each of the characters in “Silk Ex 
press,” from which the readers are to 
pick the murderer. 


Announce the winners of the con 
test from the stage ot vour theatre, 
immediately following the first: show- 
ing of “Silk Express.” Tie-up with 
a local merchant for prizes of silk 
apparel. 


Below is the information to be si 
plied the contestants. 


When a group of crooks try to 
corner the silk market and demand 
exorbitant prices, Kilgore, a mill 
owner, gets the manufacturers to 
refuse their terms and import. silk 
from Japan. ‘To meet their contracts, 
they charter a silk express to bring 
the raw material from Seattle to New 
York. The train is under way, when 
# fire in one of the cars discloses the 
fact) that Johnson, Kilgore’s male 
secretary, who was supposedly left 
Nehind in Seattle, is dead, his body 
being found in the car which was on 
fire. 


Who killed Johnson? Following 
are the people on board the train, 
one of whom is the guilty person! 

Kilgore (Neil Hamilton—who is 
in charge of the train’s cargo. 

Craft (Harold Huber) and 
Burns (George Pat Collins) — 
special train guards. 

Professor Nyberg—a scientist 
stricken with sleeping siekiness— 
who will die unless brought to New 
York in time. 

Paula (Sheila) Terry )—Profes- 
sor Nyberg’s niece. 

Clark (Arthur Byron)—con- 
ductor of the train. 


“Rusty” (Allen Jenkins)—a 
tramp. 


Calhoun (Robert Barrat)—Law- 
yer hired by Kilgore to take care 
of any legal matters that might 
arise during the trip. 


Answer: It is the conductor 
(Clark) who killed Johnson, 
after he was placed, uncon- 
scious, aboard the train by the 
two special guards, 


RAILROAD COMPANY GOOD FOR 
EXCHANGE ADVERTISING DEAL 


This time of the year, when travel | 
competition is keen and railroads are | 


anxious to advertise excursions by | ho ; é 
i |uted on trains advertising “SILK 
| EXPRESS.” Use the colored herald 


train, it should be easy to make an 
effective tie-up with your local rail- 
road in the following manner: 
Arrange to distribute heralds in 
your theatre advertising the railroad 
excursions. Also carry a short an- 


vour lobby, in exchange for your an- 
nouncement signs placed in the rail- 
road station and heralds to be distrib- 


iNustrated in this merchandising plan. 

This type of distribution should be 
done a few days in advance of your 
| opening, so that commuters can plan 
‘in advance to see “SILK EXPRESS” 


nouncement on your screen and in! at your theatre. 
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STUDIO NEWS 
AND GOSSIP! 


Two Plays Ready for 
Edward G. Robinson 


The writing staff of First Na- 
tional is preparing several stor- 
ies which will g0 before the 
camera very soon. Two adapta- 
tions for the screen have already 
been made by Robert Lord and 
Charles Kenyon. The two scripts 
set for early work have been 
adapted from well-known stories 
and are to be used as starring 
material for Edward G. Robin- 
son, 


“Best Dressed Woman” 
Award to Kay Francis! 


An airplane flew from New 
York to fH 


When men drop dead 
i. without a wound 
_ on their bodies- 


upon Kay the title of “America's 
best dressed woman.” The award 
is based upon the style, taste and 
beauty of the garments in which 


she has appeared in recent Pic- 
tures, 


East Coast 
Magnet For Stars! 


Aline MaecMahon always takes 
a trip to Manhattan when she 
has the Opportunity; she likes to 


— 


ing a vacation at his country 
home in England. Mrs. Arliss ig 


Two-Inch Carpets ( ?) 


Barbara Stanwyck’s childhood 
was spent on bare _ floors and 
worn carpets. The dining room 
of her Brentwood house is car- 
peted with a dark red one-piece 
carpet not less than two inches 
thick. It is her favorite room, 


girl lived for 70 agonizing 
hours with 13 men she had 
never seen before! 

all your courage when you see 


He was fourteen then, and more 
interested in Politics than in 
school, 


biggest piano and the 
uth in the film Capitol, 


Banana Diet are 
Helps Dick Powell! 


Dick. Powell used to collect 
nickels out of nickel telephones 
fora living. € was working for 


once went four days eating noth- 
ing but bananas and gained 
weight on that diet, 


MAGAZINE 


If you would like to receive 
new issues of Hollywood 
Pictorial News, fill out coupon, 
and leave with manager. 


mal 


I 
\i 
\\ 


BEHIND 
THE 


SCENES IN 
HOLLYWOOD, 


PUBLISHED 
FREQUENTLY 


Mo 


HOLLYWOOD PICTORIAL NEWS 


INTIMATE SHOTS OF STARS 


THEATRE NAME 


(Your Theatre Name Imprinted Here) 


MIE MAGA 


HOLLYWOOD PICTORIAL NEWS 
358 West 44th St. New York, N. Y. 


-|LONE GIRL-THIRTEEN MEN 
CAPTIVE ON DEATH EXPRESS 
IN COAST TO COAST DASH! 


> 
senate 


One Of These Is The Criminal—Who Is It? 


( STARS CONFESS CLOSE-UPS 
| WORSE THAN STAGE FRIGHT! 


| Film’ stars have discovered 
| that doing a close-up seene in 
| the talkies is more difficult than 
| the old, silent film and the 
| MOSt Seasoned actors are afraid 
| Of that-crucial moment in the 
| found picture when they have to 
j ice both the camera and the 
ae machine. 
‘It’s not Stage-fright, or any- 
thing like that,” explains Joan 
pndell, a@ Warner Bros. star 
Md @ has faced many close-ups in 
peel Career. “It’s just the uncom- 
beennte feeling that the com- 
fd the acy watchful camera 
ine make the 
lightest f, a 
plinicsc alse step show up so 
Rath Chatterton, whose re- 
@ble poise on’ the set is a 
td in the studio, admits 
close-ups are no fun and 
thankful when 


mmy Cagney confesses to a 


most trying mo 
M Sctresses’ [12.0% ments of 


says Aline MacMahon. *“T've 
gotten much less nervous about 
it than I was during my 
first experience in front of the 
camera. But more than once, in 
the early days I found myself 
having “close-up nightmares” in 
which huge cameras with glar- 
ing eyes would chase me around 
and finally corner me—then I al- 
ways woke up, much to my re- 
lief. I’m used to them now, but 
the fewer I have the better I 
shall always like it.” 

Directors as well as stars real- 
ize the difficulty of their task 
in dealing with close-ups and 
Mervyn Leroy who has directed 
many famous Warner Bros. stars 
explains the problem. 

“Tt think more players forget 
their lines !m a close-up than in 
any other kind of scene,” says 
Leroy. “There is a tension con- 
nected with talkie close-ups 
that plays havoc with their mem- 
ories. But watching those 
scenes later, in the theatre, you 
would never guess how they felt 
while they were making the 
scene. That’s simply because 
they are actors enough to keep 
their feelings under control and 
go through with the ordeal no 
matter how much it hurts. 


ASSASSIN STALKS 


SILK LIMITED! 
4,000 Miles of Thrills! 


Thirteen men were imprisoned 


on a fast-roaring train! Among 
them were sly men, men who 
were cunning and cruel, but 


among them there were also men 
of honor. One beautiful girl 
found herself trapped in their 


midst. There were murderers 
amongst them. As the train 
rushed across. the continent, 


death was dealt out on the “Silk 
Express.” Men dropped dead 
without a wound on their bodies! 
To stop the train meant ruin— 
to go on meant death! 

Thousands of mystery stories 
have been written; scores of 
mystery plays have come and 
gone, but there was never a mys- 
tery unravelled, like the baffling 
riddle of “Silk Express.” 

Wits matched against wits: 
the weird monstrosities per- 
petrated by men of evil throw 
out a challenge to you to solve 


the greatest mystery of them all! 
———S nnn 


LIFE IS CHEAP—Bent on 
wrecking train bearing costly 
cargo, the “silk gang” remove 
one obstacle. This man knew 
too much—he had to go! 


STUDIOS 


NEM 


COPYRIGHT 
1933 


MERCILESS DEATH 


TO SQUEALER! 


life are close-ups,” 
ere Ss 


WRITE TO NEIL HAMILTON AND SHEILA TERRY—See Page 3 


HOLLYWOOD PICTORIAL NEWS 


FILM PRODUCERS 
GIVE VERDICT! 


Discover Greatest 
Mystery of All! 


Our own enquiring reporter 
made the rounds of every large 
film producer and asked them 
what they thought was the big- 
gest mystery. Nine out of ten 
answered, “There is no greater 
mystery than that mysterious 
thing called “the public taste!’ 


And these gentlemen meant 
what they said. Everybody in 
Hollywood tries to forsee what 
it is that the moving picture 
public will like. Everybody 
from the president to the office 
boy tries to prophecy, and al]l 
that it amounts to is pretty 
much of a guess and a gamble. . 


For a time the Public wants 
gangster Pictures, another 
period it wants musical films, 
war stories, mystery Plays, love 
Stories At various times it be- 
comes obvious to picture pro- 
ducers that a certain type of 
Picture Js popular and then sud- 
denly ceases to be popular! 
But no one can foresee these 
things. Cycles rise and fall and 
if their appearance and disap- 
pearance is governed by a 
single law, that law has baffled 
all the brains of Hollywood. It 
is only after the picture is made 
and seen that the Public’s reac- 
tion can be judged. 


If our patrons are interested in 
entering into a discussion on this 
fascinating topic we shall be 
glad to accept letters addressed 
to Warner Bros., giving your 
opinion on the subject. 
letter will be forwarded to the 
Warner editorial offices. 


Changes Them Often! 


Sally Eilers is Richard Bar- 
thirty-third 


thelmeess’s 
ing lady. Dick has rarely had 
the. same leading lady more 
than once during the past fif- 
teen years. 


lead- 


The girl at the switchboard is Sheila 
Terry, in a close-up rehearsal scene 
from a Warner Bros. picture. The 
sound imstrument hanging in mid-air 
is the ogre that reminds the star of 
the she has to go through. 
The man in the fedora is Howard 
Bretherton, Warner’ Bros. _ director, 
who is givimg her some pointers on 


technique. Sol Polite, the cameraman 
is sitting comfortably, giving them 
both courage. 


GET ON. BOARD FOR THRILL RIDE OF THE CENTURY! 


ISN’T GUY KIBBEE THE PERFECT HUBBY? 


Here Is The Kibbee Method For Getting Aong With The Wife! 


Guy Kibbee, 


beloved 


screen 


Born March 6, 1886, in El Paso, 


e , oh : : by Warner Bros shortl fter- 
character and Warner Bros, First Kibbee gives his nationality as é ortiy after 
National contract player, has one| “Jovial Texan”. He is 5 feet 10 met he played Salon bee 
role {hat he prefers above all| inches tall, a: But the Counds: | “Fireman, Save Ma Child”, “So 
others. That is the role of father. grey eyes; bu wer SFT Big”. etc. 


his hair is difficult to determine 
because he has 


In real life Kibbee is the proud So little of it. Kibbee’s earliest childhood am- 


y i i : bition, accordin to hi y 
daddy of Shirly Ann, the young His first stage role, in which : ng to Ss own 
lady in the tricky bathing suit | he played the juvenile lead was reg gin Shan walk. eater, dur- 
and snookums curl. We have it] “The Convict’s Daughter.” His fishing. And it sun i bt -, og go 
from Mrs. Kibbee that the scenes last was “The Torch Song.” in | favorite para Bd -- ag F 44 8 his 
of labor are just so much spoof- | which he made such a hit on hobby, and woulda he hg “= pee 
ing! Broadway that he was brought i: rte a Se 


ence as a means 
insists 


3 of livelihood, he 
if he ever left off being 
an actor. 


Kibbee has been: connected 


to Hollywood. 
with the theatre for more than 


In a little over 
one year from 


the time of his 


: . - “Fiel > ” 
thirty years. A teetotaler him- arrival at the film capitol he his favorite oe a 
self, it was nevertheless the Played nearly, twenty screen favorite food. : ; 
curse of drink that gave him his roles. 


_ Guy Kibbee lives in Hollywood, 
in a roomy two-story house with 
spacious grounds, with his beau- 


start—at the age of sixteen when 
he was property man for a stock 


company; the juvenile suddenly wood, was the second Picture he tiful young wif 

went alcoholic and Kibbee was made and jit gave him a chance daughter, Shirley Amn He drives 
sent from backstage regions to | to bring his favorite of all roles, | a Ford, and spends his vacations 
the footlights to take the indis- that of Cass Wheeler, to the on his eighteen-foot outboard 
posed man’s place. Screen. Placed under contract motorboat—fishing, 


SHEILA TERRY Tees: . eS een nes La 


TELLS THE WORLD 
HOW TO BE HAPPY! 


By ALICE CORBIN 


“Everyone can be as happy as 
a lark,” said Sheila Terry, pretty 
Warner star; and she didn’t bat 
her lovely dark eyelashes. “Gen- 
erally, people aren’t happy,” she 
continued, “because they put 
value on the wrong things. They 
like to pile up possessions, 
money, houses, furniture; they 
spend their lives grubbing for 
things and forget entirely how 
to find enjoyment in life. They 
spend their lives thinking about 
tomorrow and do nothing abont 
enjoying today.” 

ince I couldn’t deny that in 
general, Sheila was correct, I 
nodded my head and waited for 
her to go on. 

“Perhaps I sound like an awful 
Pollyanna,” said Sheila Terry, 
“but I can’t help thinking of all 
the people I know who have ma- 
terial things. and aren’t happy. 
Of course, it’s impossible to talk 
about happiness for those who 
are so poor that they do not 
even have the necessities of life. 
But the others, those who never 
stop amassing their ‘pile’,— 
they’ve just never learned how 
to be happy!” : : 

“For myself, there is one prin- 
ciple that I always follow—work 
and play hard! And by playing 
hard I don’t mean sitting in a 
smoke-filled room bent over a 


card table! I mean the sort of 
Physical play that keeps people 
young and light-hearted. Con- 
tact with nature, more than any- 
thing else has that effect on 
numan beings!” 

“I like physical exercise. I like 
it indoors and out. I don’t mean 


that I’m Particularly athletic. 
It’s just that I love long walks 
in the open; I find that the most 
relaxing influence is a_ good 
swim; and just lying on a sunny 
beach makes any complicated 
problem seem insignificant and 
silly.” 
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Neil Hamilton and Sheila Terry Find Romance 
And Adventure Aboard “The Silk Express’’ 


FIGHT FOR SILK MARKET 
THEME OF “SILK EXPRESS” 
Some Decidedly New Twists Add To Interest 


By FRANK MITCHELL 


Across the continent from Seattle to New York roars a crack train. On its 
rival in the big city hinges the control of the silk market and the lives of 
thirteen men and one woman. 


The trip ie marked by a series of weird happenings leading to a climax which 
takes The Silk Express,’ one of tne ou‘standing mystery dramas of the year. 


It is a tense, swift-moving story which exposes the supposedly respectable 
nethods of big business.”” The truth is always stranger than fiction and this 
werful drama that lays bare the baffling machinations of master criminals, 
ises to a climax of unusual intensity! 


A cast of well-known character actors which includes Dudley Digges, Harold 
luber, Guy Kibbee and Vernon Steele makes this picture an outstanding dra- 
latic success. Sheila Terry and Neil Hamilton contribute a romantic love 
heme that is unforgettable in its beauty and charm. 


If you can stand real excitement, thrilling mystery and fast action, then see 
Silk Express” at this theatre—it’s the mystery thriller of the year! 


SHH! IT’S THE 
“GREEN GANG!” 


Knows All—Does All— 
But Is Never Seen! 
By JOHN SHERWOOD 


Nobody seems to know exactly 
how many members there are in 
this mysterious “Green Gang”, 
Very few of the thirty stars and 
featured players at the Warner 
Bros. studios in Hollywood ever 
Saw one of the “Green” boys; but 
the gangs handiwork is every- 
where — curses! — and so this 
Strange business must be ex- 
posed! 

It has been discovered on good 
authority that the leader of the 
gang is Gene Woodhouse, and he 
calls himself the “foreman”. But 
that doesn’t fool a clever re- 
porter! Woodhouse works hand 
and glove with a bird by the 
name of W. J. Bower, who says 
he is superintendent of the stu- 
dio landscape and nursery de- 
partment. 

It is the gang’s business to 
provide a garden, or a forest, or 
an ivy-covered wall on a mom- 
ent’s notice and to make it look 
as though it had been there for 
a thousand years. Rumor has it 
that because the gang always 


works with innocent green 
things, they were nicknamed 
“Green gang”. Most of their 


work is done in the dead of night 

At one time the studio need- 
ed a supply of tropical verdure. 
Rubber trees, magnolias and 
Philodendrons made up the bulk 
of the “tropics”. Bowers and his 
men grow these in the landscape 
department and they were trans- 
ferred to the studio lot and set 
up there, 

The landscape department at 
the Warner Bros. plant started 
about eight years ago when that 
studio was built. Woodhouse and 


his “Green gang” are the myste- 
rious men who work in the night 
and set up the “nature scenes,” 


Special Service 
To Our Patrons 


The management will be 
glad to forward letters 
from any of our patrons, 
addressed to the stars of 
“Silk Express.” 

Leave your letters at the 
box-office. We will forward 
them to the Hollywood 
Studios. 


SINISTER HANDS! HANDS THAT 
STRIKE TERROR IN THE NICHT! 
HANDS THAT RUTHLESSLY KILL! 


AN ae ce Oh RRR DORNER SARE octane RCS = 


SUPER-THRILLER WITH A SUPER-CAST! 
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Your Own: 
Movie Magazine 


At the Price 
of a Throwaway 


The interesting, attractive reading matter 
of this, Your Own Movie Magazine, with 
your own theatre name at its head, puts 
your readers in a receptive mood and com- 
pels them to read your ad! 


Your patrons will take the magazine home 
to read and will save the copy for every 
member of the family—because it offers 
so much and such great variety of movie 
fan material! 


HOLLYWOOD PICTORIAL NEWS IS A MOVIE MAG. 
AZINE MADE UP EXCLUSIVELY FOR YOUR 
FEATURE, WITH A SPECIALLY PREPARED THREE- 
COLUMN AD PROMINENTLY DISPLAYED— 


AT THE COST OF A THROWAWAY! 


n-------------------- ORDER BLANK -------------------- 


HOLLYWOOD PICTORIAL NEWS 
358 West 44th Street 
New York, N. Y. 


Enclosed find check (50% of order) for 
thousand Hollywood Pictorial News Magazines. 


**THE SILK EXPRESS” 
(You may deduct 2% if you send check for full amount of order) 


ORDERED BY 


Following information for imprint 


THEATRE 


ADDRESS 


PLAY DATES —___. ion 


NOTE: "2a. <> A ad to a eg 


PRICES 


(Your Theatre Name Imprint Included Free) 
1000 to 3000 _. Ef $4.00 per thousand 
4000 or 5000 __ 3.75 per thousand 
6000 or over —.._._ SS. s«C.50 per thousand 


Since these magazines oe ee imprinted Paap your 

d play dates, it is therefore necessary that we re- 

pa 2 50% pcs with order; balance COD. All orders 
are F.O.B. New York City. 


Shipments made within 24 hours after receipt of order. 


24 SHEE 


MIDGET WINDOW CARD 
Printed ms U.S.A. 


DESCRIPTION: Background is dark green; title in red with white outline on buff tone. 
Catchline lettered in purple with credits a light green. Girl in brilliant natural colors 
with men dramatically colored in many shades of green. Train is black with effective 
coloring given to smoke and lighted windows. 


SIX SHEET 


COLORTONE EFFECT 
4x5—Colored positive only..$2.00—Set (positive and negative). 3.00 
31/,x4—-Colored positive only 1.50—Set (positive and negative). 2.25 

Order by Number N557 


Be sure to specify and include remittance with order to avoid parcel post and C.O.D. 
charges. 


NATIONAL STUDIOS. Inc. 
226 West 56th St., New York 
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Scanned from the United Artists collection at the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 


for Film and Theater Research 


http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 
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